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SELECTED GLOBAL TOPICS

Pope Makes Penitential Journey to Canada

Pope Francis visited Canada in July for what he described as a
“penitential pilgrimage.”
The papal visit included stops in Edmonton, Quebec City, and Iqaluit. There
he met members of Canadian indigenous groups, residential school abuse
survivors, and Catholics.
“As you know,” said the pontiff prior to his departure, “I will come among
you especially in the name of Jesus to meet and embrace the indigenous
peoples.”
He thanked all those who are preparing for the trip and asked for prayers.
“I am about to make a penitential pilgrimage,” he said, “which I hope,

with God’s grace, will contribute to the journey of healing and
reconciliation already undertaken.”
Follow updated coverage here.

US Bishops Call for More Support for Africa

Story courtesy of Crux.
NEW YORK – The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has
renewed a longstanding pledge of solidarity with Africa, highlighting a
blossoming Catholic population and the need for the U.S. government to
provide the continent with more support.
The document, A Renewed Call to Solidarity with Africa, published on July
26, seeks to “commemorate and rekindle the grace and vision” of a similar
document from 2001, and “recommit the church in the United States to
solidarity with Africa.”
“Considering the challenges and opportunities that Africa faces and
considering the strong bonds of communion that the church in the U.S.
and Africa share, we believe now is the time for us as the Catholic Church
in the United States to renew our solidarity with the church and the people
of this land,” reads the document.
“The Committee on International Justice and Peace is committed to its
ongoing support to the church in numerous countries and will continue to

encourage the U.S. government to increase financial and other assistance
to strengthen humanitarian relief, integral human development, and
peace-building efforts for Africa, with due respect for cultures, traditions,
and ethical principles of each of the nations of Africa,” the document
continues.
Read more here.

Clergy Kidnappings a Chronic Issue in Nigeria

Fr. Peter Udo (left) and Fr. Philemon Oboh (right) were abducted in Nigeria's Uromi Diocese
on July 2, 2022. Credit: Photo via ACIA Africa.

Early July witnessed yet another kidnapping in Nigeria, when two Catholic
priests were abducted in Edo state. Fr. Peter Udo and Fr. Philemon Obah
were traveling by car from a conference in Benin when gunmen attacked
their vehicle and kidnapped them.
In late June, Fr. Christopher Odia was kidnapped and murdered. Earlier in
the month, on the feast of Pentecost, St. Francis Church in Owo was
attacked; more than fifty worshippers were killed in one of the most violent
terrorist incidents this year.
Pope Francis, in a message conveyed by Matteo Bruni, director of the Holy
See press office, prayed “for the victims and for the country, painfully

attacked at a time of celebration.” He entrusted “everyone to the Lord,
that God might send his Spirit to console them.”
Read more.

Climate Protesters Demand Action in U.K.

LONDON – Protesters took to the streets of London and Glasgow in July to
demand faster action against climate change following the recordsmashing temperatures that scorched the U.K. last month.
Activist groups including Just Stop Oil and Insulate Britain led protesters in a
sit-in on Parliament Square in London to demand that the Conservative
government stop giving new licenses for oil and gas production, tax big
polluters, and help people install more energy-efficient heating in their
homes.
This "extreme heatwave was a warning about what we will face as the
climate collapses –- thousands of deaths, homes lost to wildfires and
emergency services stretched to breaking point," said Indigo Rumbelow
from Just Stop Oil. “We are so unprepared for extreme heat and it’s only
going to get worse.”
Learn more here.
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CALL TO ACTION
170 Actions to Combat Climate Change

There are specific actions we can take to reverse negative impacts on the

environment, coordinated to complement the Sustainable Development
Goals. For example, while pursuing Goal 4: Quality Education (learn more
below), we can:
Educate ourselves on how to recycle properly.
Talk about the importance of nature, animals, and environmental
protection with the children in our lives.
Read a book about climate change or listen to a podcast on
environmental issues.
Share our environmental tips with friends and family.
Watch a documentary about the environmental impact of the food
industry.
Use social media to share climate-related information and spread
awareness.
Share ideas for sustainable behavioral change with friends and family
who don't know where to start.
Join networks with environmentally sensitive people to exchange tips
and experiences.
Organize or take part in an environmental world cafe.
Participate in an environmental committee at your school or
workplace.
Download the entire book here.

GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Goal 4: Quality Education

Before the coronavirus crisis, projections showed that more than 200
million children would be out of school, and only 60 percent of young
people would be completing upper secondary education in 2030.
Before the coronavirus crisis, the proportion of children and youth out
of primary and secondary school had declined from 26 percent in
2000 to 19 percent in 2010 and 17 percent in 2018.
More than half of children that have not enrolled in school live in subSaharan Africa, and more than 85 percent of children in sub-Saharan
Africa are not learning the minimum
617 million youth worldwide lack basic mathematics and literacy skills.
Some 750 million adults — two-thirds of them women — remained
illiterate in 2016. Half of the global illiterate population lives in South
Asia, and a quarter lives in sub-Saharan Africa.
In 10 low- and middle-income countries, children with disabilities were

19 percent less likely to achieve minimum proficiency in reading than
those without disabilities.
4 million refugee children were out of school in 2017

Learn more about SDG 4 here.

U.N. INTERNATIONAL DAYS
2022
August 9
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples
This year, the UN will focus primarily on the role of indigenous women. The role of
indigenous women in the preservation and transmission of traditional knowledge
Indigenous women are the backbone of indigenous peoples’ communities and play
a crucial role in the preservation and transmission of traditional ancestral knowledge.
They have an integral collective and community role as carers of natural resources
and keepers of scientific knowledge. Many indigenous women are also taking the
lead in the defense of indigenous people's lands and territories and advocating for
indigenous peoples’ collective rights worldwide.
However, despite the crucial role indigenous women play in their communities as
breadwinners, caretakers, knowledge keepers, leaders, and human rights defenders,
they often suffer from intersecting levels of discrimination on the basis of gender,
class, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status. Join the virtual commemoration.

August 19
World Humanitarian Day
This day was designated in memory of the August 19, 2003, bomb attack on the
Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killing 22 people, including the chief humanitarian in
Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. In 2009, the United Nations General Assembly formalized
the day as World Humanitarian Day (WHD).
Each year, WHD focuses on a theme, bringing together partners from across the
humanitarian system to advocate for the survival, well-being, and dignity of people
affected by crises, and for the safety and security of aid workers. Learn more.

August 20
International Day of Victims of Terrorism
Established in 2017, this day commemorates the victims of terrorism worldwide and
stresses the obligation of all states to prevent further acts of terrorism and work to
offer healing and hope to those affected. View Surviving Terrorism: The Power of
Connections here.

August 23
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its
Abolition
The night of August 22 to 23, 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti and the Dominican
Republic) saw the beginning of the uprising that would play a crucial role in the
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. It is against this background that the
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition is

commemorated on August 23 each year. It was first celebrated in a number of
countries, in particular in Haiti (August 23, 1998) and Gorée Island in Senegal (August
23, 1999).
This International Day is intended to inscribe the tragedy of the slave trade in the
memory of all peoples. In accordance with the goals of the intercultural project "The
Slave Route", it should offer an opportunity for collective consideration of the historic
causes, the methods, and the consequences of this tragedy, and for an analysis of
the interactions to which it has given rise between Africa, Europe, the Americas, and
the Caribbean. Learn more.

August 30
International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances
Enforced disappearance has frequently been used as a strategy to spread terror
within society. The feeling of insecurity generated by this practice is not limited to the
close relatives of the disappeared, but also affects their communities and society as
a whole.
Enforced disappearance has become a global problem and is not restricted to a
specific region of the world. Once largely the product of military dictatorships,
enforced disappearances can nowadays be perpetrated in complex situations of
internal conflict, especially as a means of political repression of opponents. Of
particular concern are:
the ongoing harassment of human rights defenders, relatives of victims,
witnesses, and legal counsel dealing with cases of enforced disappearance;
the use by States of counter-terrorist activities as an excuse for breaching their
obligations;
and the still widespread impunity for enforced disappearance.
Special attention must also be paid to specific groups of especially vulnerable
people, like children and people with disabilities. Hundreds of thousands of people
have vanished during conflicts or periods of repression in at least 85 countries around
the world. Learn more.

August 31
International Day for People of African Descent
The International Day for People of African Descent was celebrated for the first time
on August 31, 2021. Through this Observance, the United Nations aims to promote the
extraordinary contributions of the African diaspora around the world and to eliminate
all forms of discrimination against people of African descent.
International days reflect the values that society shares. All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights and have the potential to contribute
constructively to the development and well-being of their societies. Any doctrine of
racial superiority is scientifically false, morally condemnable, socially unjust, and
dangerous and must be rejected, together with theories that attempt to determine
the existence of separate human races.
The United Nations strongly condemns the continuing violent practices and excessive
use of force by law enforcement agencies against Africans and people of African
descent and condemns structural racism in criminal justice systems around the world.
The Organization further acknowledges the Transatlantic Slave Trade as one of the
darkest chapters in our human history and upholds human dignity and equality for

the victims of slavery, the slave trade, and colonialism, in particular people of African
descent in the African diaspora. Learn More.
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